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did not take the examination in these subjects again,
he was never entitled to become a university student.
But in Kristiania he rapidly made friends among
young litterateurs and politicians, particularly, as
might have been expected of the author of Catilina^
with those who cherished revolutionary views.
These young men were all agreed that there was
something very rotten in the social fabric, and they
had no hesitation in saying so, with the result that
two of his political friends were arrested and thrown
into prison, while he himself was under suspicion
for a time and expected he might share their fate.
More important acquaintances for Ibsen's literary
development were those with Aasmund Vinje and
Paul Botten-Hansen; both were his seniors, and both
were of an ironic and sceptical turn of mind. This,
no doubt, encouraged the same tendency in Ibsen
himself, and helped to mould the poet who was to
write Love's Comedy. These three young men,
Vinje,, Botten-Hansen and Ibsen, founded a paper on
the model of a Danish journal, Corsaren; they called
it first Manden, then, after the cook in " Valhalla ",
Andhrimner; and it formed the receptacle for Ibsen's
poetry and prose at this time.
There is no need to dwell on the productions of
these years ; they only emphasize what I have already
said of the slow growth of Ibsen's genius. Moreover,
in his sordid and often desperate struggle to make a
living with his pen, he could not afford to indulge
that instinct to put himself into what he wrote, which
makes Catitina still so interesting to us ; he had rather
to catch any breath of favour the public would
vouchsafe him, by adopting the manner of accredited
poets like OehlenscMager and Welhaven. And-
hrimner came to an end after some nine months; and
so desperate was Ibsen's condition that for days he
could dine only on a cup of coffee. The sentimental
little drama, The Warrior's Barrow, in which the North
is contrasted with the Italian South, in the romantic

